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New Organisms: Cajsa von
Zeipel Interviewed by Osman
Can Yerebakan

Sculptural figures that embody the excesses of contemporary life.

Cajas von Zoipel, 1 <3 NY, 2019, acrylic natls, aqea resia, artiicial sushy, Seby Pug stress reliever,

©and orpanizer, . bergiass, plass eyes. heart L hat ik lacquer
pants, | <3 NY dog clothes, large wing glass, paracend, patches and pins ("Pesce out” Bes,
Flowers, Knite. Docaions, Tride Matied), piercings, silcone, pleaser platiorm hoel
renin fower pedals, sewing pine, small handcufts, stutled animas |Cockapoo and Pomeranian
puppies), Styrofoam, swivel char, $-ahint (Living my best lite), trasaparent heart sock, tulle,
white and pink faux fur, white denim, 7ip ties, 69 « 50 « §5 inches. Courtesy of the Rusell

Museum

Coco Chanel famously sald, “Before you leave the howss, lcok in the
mirror and take onas thing off” Cajsa van Zeipel’s peychedelic soulptures of
immasdiate connection do the opposite. Young girls with erratic gestures
are piled under mountainous ecess —dollarstore finds that masry "30s
Hirntends nostalgia with a comemporary delirium of tech-eratica. Her
woark pulls vigwrs inta & rabbit hale af Barbie-dall-house-pink bodies
ademed with slogan tees, bulbous beckpacks, and sni it kittens
with desdpan ayes. The sculptures” devilish expressions sre fonsign ard
earicatumg, 5 oncs Tamiliar and odd, disgusted and Arcusad,

Wom Zeipel's ongoing tiular exhibition at Miami's Rubell Mussum includes
Tiwa gilicons Tigunes Drirmming with zesl and swll, Oeverdreisad with
ohjects and emotions, they ane hyparbolic quing ol & dysiopi
dapanimant sicre whare tha offerings are difficul 10 dissect becasy
averything seems 1o both ocze and coalesce,

—Osman Can Yarobakan

Osman Can Yerebakan
Are the girls' reactions to specific experiences or people in your life?

Cajsa von Zeipel
When | was a student at the Royal institute of At in Stockholm, most of
my friends were club kids and fashion people. Back then, | wanted to be a
designer, Today, people always ask me if they're self-pontraits, At first, this
bothered me; but the older | get, the more | can take it as a compliment. If
| am not using an item, one of them will or vice versa.

ocy
S0 you swap clothes,

Cvz
If I'm getting ready for a party at my studio, | grab something from one of
the sculptures —they're a good resource. Back in Sweden, | lived in my
studio for two-and-a-half years, Naturally, sll my clothes were there 100,
This was when | was doing my earlier work in installation, and most of the
pieces ended up containing my personal items because they were mixed
with my materisls. | found some kind of comfon in combining two worlds,

ocy
Lots talk about the economy of the work, You use cheap stuff, but | cannot
help but think it must be costly 1o obtain all of this stuff. Yet | have a
feoling that is not true,

(=74
| started making work in this fashion more than three years ago, That's
when | started buying stuff, which came as an aha moment. My mom's
side is a little hoarderish, so | have a familiarity with constantly
organizing things. | walk by dollsr stores 0n My way to the studio, and
nothing costs more than ten doflars. | also live right by Canal Street where
the sculptures” faux designer bags come from. In terms of cost
offactivensss, | do averything mysell without an assistant. The money |
save from not paying for a salary goes to the materials,

ocy
Do you interact with people you shop from? Is the engagement a part of
the process?

ovz

| am mostly in Marshalls, so shopping Is usually fast. | go inwith a
mission for that day, like “neon green”™ or “car stuff” When | come up to

the reg people iy have an axp ion like, “How masry kids do
you have?!*
ocy
Do you connect the dystopian nature of your sculptures to cyber reality?
Cvz

I am quite scared of technology! When | dep. d from plaster and started
working with silicone a few years ago, a whole new world opened up.
After working with inherent ant historical references around plaster, this
was a one-hundred-and-eighty-degree turn with no looking back. | should
let you know that the work doesn't come from sci-fi, which has never been
a huge interest of mine. However, | do love to repurpose objects and see
what comes out. | give myself the challenge to turn things into new
organi And itis i éble 1o think of a future without technology.

ocy
The work captures that area where technology becomes more about flash
and flosh about tech. Maybe the danger stans there,

Cvz
This makes me think of 3 Los Angeles vibe of self-care. For example, | love
stutf like GOOFR. h cycles, or sleaping p. where the body is a1
the center of a debate. | am quite intrigued by the Crispr technology of
taking a cell from the body and turning that into a sperm.

Q



ocy
The body is &t the core of it all, positioned to face warious transformations.
The efforts seem to be in the direction of a better world, but what do you
think?

=)
This way we loak at gander 1odey is a positive aspect. Think how the
comvarsation has evalved even within ten years and haw much young,
quasr paople can axpress their bodies, A friend told me that the Last ane
hundrad years was about technology, and tha rext hundeed yoears will be
abaiut bialegy, That made ma think sbaut things like 23andMa ar how
raich inlo we pump from DNA odey. As echnology opens b, hon wa
intaract with it through our bodies kaspa evalding, My panner and | ar
working with IVF to have a baly, snd w knaw mons 8bout our sperm
danars than wa do about any of our friends.

ocy
Let’s talk about the facial expressions. The sculptures make me think of
Bernini's Ecstasy of Saint Teresa sculpture or Mona Lisa whose facial
expression is still an art historical debate.

Cvz
| always start with modeling the face in clay, and the rest comes later on.
It feels like fifty per cant of the sculpture sits on that facisl expression.
People sometimes ask me if | cast the faces. Look at them: Who has a face
like that?| With silicone, | feel like a surgeon operating over a face. | cut
out the flesh, sculpt the nose, and form the cheekd I1ry to achieve a
specific expression of some anificiality. It feels like the work promotes my
plastic surgeon skills, so don't be surprised if | open my practice soon.

ocy
Face Is a big part of the meme culture, Think of the resting bitch face or all
other memes that rely on an expression, You can come up with a punch
line underneath the face and you have yourself 8 meme. What do you
think about this narrative-building aspect of faces?

CvZ
1, t0o, have been trying to mess with it a little bit, Plaster made me feel kike
| had to explain something or stay within a frame of proposition while |
tried 10 squeeze in as many narratives as | could. Now, | can have some
fun with the face, which starts with sketching on paper. | should also tell
you that | test my sculptures in face apps to test and change their features.
There is not & faster way 10 expariment,

ocy
Is Miami an inspiration in your Rubell Museum show? You must be
Iintrigued by the shop windows with flashy beach attire along Collins
Avenue.

CvZ
My first silicone sculpture from 2019 is in the Rubell Collection. She wears
a lifeguard shirt from one of those stores, crawling in sand from South
Beach, Back then, | was in Miami for Art Basel and brought the sand to my
Chinatown studio.

ocy
How about the excess and vanity tied to Miami? Are you inrigued by the
hedonism?

Cvz
There is hing in the of the city that | am prompted by.
When | first started 10 use objects in my work, | knew | wanted them to
look soulless in a way that they don’t look used. | like when the objects
come into the work without identity and blend together to creste
something new, a form of stepping into a fantasy.

Cajsa von Zeipel, A theory of fellng sesthetics, 2021, twelve stulfed animals (cats and kittens),
two screwdrivers, thiee pencils, three pieces of amM sushs, acrylic nails, senydic paint,

Aluminum easel, 309 1o, glass paw kay charm, camowtage
Sunting bits, mmnmmm-\mmaww aopdcm ear gauge,
leveler.

somings. foam. Qlass. haiv ooils,
led yoga pants, y loam, @ ot pad integ football girdle, umnmm
plgmented silicone, plexiglass, safety van-. Sherbet Lemon sy hait, sipties,

66 % 27 % 30 inches. drop choth: 184 « 180 inshes. Courtesy of the Rubed Museum,

ocy
Tha sculpiures possess a dormant mobility with suspendad gestures
within a sense of theatricality.

Cwi
D'work with 8 big crew of sculptures 1o keep mysell interested, Otherwise, |
am sasily bored, so mixing and matching with the bodies helps, They are
like siblimgs sharing body parts: | could cut a torso from one and stitch it
anto anather one. | want them (o be busy, which is a testament to living in
New York City, In Swaden, |1 was about passive-aggressive stillness, Whan
I meowesd to Mew York in 2013, my biggest input became the city with its
million impressions every day. That intense energy creates 8 movemant
wihich | try 1o put into the sculptures. | used to be obsessed with how the
body looks and search to create that ideal body in glossy magazines,
Mowadays, | mix female and male body pars or parts that don't make
sanse 1o mass with the focus in the sculplure.

ocy
¥our colors are unabashed and in your face. How was the process of
switching from the mutenass of plaster to splashy hues of silicone?

Cwi
I startad with splashy colors in my earlier installations a decade ago. In
plaster, | could never find a way to bring in color. Once | got rid of that
burden, | am sesing how Tar | can go with a colar palette, i | don't have an
inepi ratian, | just to go 1o Marshalls or an sguarium store. The objects pick
thi color spectrum, and | just obey. Somaetimes, | am termpted to go for
mara. For the piece | recently created for the Athens Bisnnale, for
axample, | dabbled with mixing orangs with neon purple with pink and
mitalliz, but | stoppesd|

Cajes von Zeipsl i on view & the Rubell Mugsum through Odaber 2022

Osman Can Yarebakan is a curator and art writer based in New Yook His
writing hag appeared in T. The Mew York Times Style Magazina, Paris
Rewlew, The Guardian, Artforum, Arnet, Brooklyn Rall, BOMB, Observar,
Mew York Magazine, Wallpaper®, Village Vaoice, and slsewhere.
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